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• For Riders 
 Higher level of comfort for riders, especially 

new riders 
 Guidance on less intuitive routes 
 Provide navigational assistance and helps in 

finding destinations 
• For Municipalities 
 Consistency across jurisdictional boundaries 
 Simplify implementation 
 Support bicycle encouragement 
 Increase awareness and promotion of parks 

 
 







 Residents 
 new to bicycling 
 new to the neighborhood or city 
 confidence in a complicated 

route 
 trying a new facility 

 Tourists 

 Skill level 
 Interested but concerned 
 Experienced but in unfamiliar 

area 
 



Prioritize your bicycle routes 
• Regionally significant routes 
• Local routes  

• To business districts, parks, schools, libraries, 
points of interest 

• US Bicycle Routes 
 
Mapping 
• Inventorying Current Signage 
 

 



• How well known is the destination? 
• Is it a destination with many visitors? 
• Is it easily reached by bicycle? 
• If it is a bike path, does it have a recognizable 

name? 
 

 



• Parks, business districts, major sports venues, 
major bikeways, well-known landmarks, schools, 
libraries 

• Private businesses should not be signed – use 
name for area, generic title or symbol 

 
 





































• Measure to main entrance of location 
• City Center for smaller cities/villages 
• Madison – city limit  
• Madison - downtown 

• Distances under 5 miles should 
be rounded to the nearest tenth of 
a mile 
• 5-10 miles, to the nearest half-
mile 
• Over 10 miles, to the nearest mile 



• Encouragement tool 
• Urban areas with easy access to popular 

destinations 
• Use approx 10 min/mile 















Warning signs may be installed where shared use path conditions could 
cause a bicyclist to lose control of the bicycle.  
Typical conditions include:  
sharp curves, blind curves, steep grades, path or street intersections with 
poor visibility, areas that flood during storm events, and areas with rough 
pavement. 





• Count up in one direction and down in the other.  
The displayed mileage will be the same from both directions of 
travel. 
 
• Zero distance should usually begin at the south and west 
terminus points of shared use paths. 
 
• When a path name changes (such as when the Badger State 
Trail changes to the Southwest Path), it is a logical place to 
consider resetting the mileage system at zero 
 
• The most important part of the mileage system is that it has a 
logical zero distance terminus on one end and that maintenance 
crews and first responder agencies know what the mileage 
system is. 



Sometimes trails and paths weave in and 
out of municipal boundaries, in which case 
the jurisdiction boundary sign may be 
confusing to users.  
 
If this is the case, consider avoiding the 
use of the boundary sign, or installing it 
only at the point at which the path enters 
the jurisdiction for the last time. 









Installation Plan 
• Plan Map 
• Sign Assembly and Installation Details 
• Fabrication Specifications 
• Potential Vendors: 

• Decker Supply Co. 
• TAPCO Traffic & Parking Control Inc. 
• Fastsigns 
• Madison Sign Shop 
• Badger State Industries 
 









Contacts: 
 
Sara Rigelman 
rigelman@countyofdane.com 
 
Renee Callaway 
recallaway@cityofmadison.com 
 
https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/Parks-
Recreation/Biking 
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